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my fortunes for whom I can do nothing but what must
be an ill compensation, and at my own expense, for all
which they have done for me?

Pardon these expansions of the heart. To whom may
I confide my anxieties, if not to you, my friend, my
consolation, my guide, and my support ? To whom may
I say, what is all this to me, since it does not produce
me even money ? For that I expend in the business I
have undertaken, and not in private gratifications. In
truth, I should be susceptible of no other, were the
hoped futurity come, and I had no dependents. You
well know that money to me is nothing, at least when I
have any. Where am I going, whither leading others ?
Have I made a good bargain by bartering my life,
stormy as it was, but so mingled with enjoyments of
which it was not in human power to deprive me, for a
sterile activity, which snatches me even from the fre-
quent and delightful effusions of your friendship ? You
are to me but a statesman; you, for the pressure of
whose hand I would relinquish all the thrones on earth.
Alas, I am much better formed for friendship than for
politics.

Post  Scriptum, began   at   Helmstadt,   and   finished   at

Brunswick, October i4th,  1786.

They write from Silberberg, in Silesia, that the King's
carriage has been overturned, and that he has received
contusions on the head and on the arm. The coachman,
it is added, expired on the place. The news reached me
yesterday, at Magdeburg, and the same has been writ-
ten to General Prittwitz; it probably exceeds the truth,
but is not wholly without foundation. The extreme
agitation of the Duke of Brunswick, and my own emo-
tions, made me profoundly feel the fortunes that rest on
this Monarch's head. The Duke immediately sent off a
courier, and, as I shall follow him to Brunswick, where
he wishes to speak to me at large concerning Holland,
I shall learn more circumstantial intelligence, and such
as will be indubitable. I have not time to add a single
.word; I write while the horses are changed.fliction of having attached people to
